
Chapter 6

Arts and Culture

Fargo will increase the presence of public art in the city and access to 
FXOWXUDO�HYHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV���)DUJR�ZLOO�ÀRXULVK�ZLWK�D�
stronger arts and culture movement that increases the quality of life for 
all residents.
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Arts and Culture

Fargo has a strong arts and culture constituency and movement.  as 
the city  grows in size and diversity, and as the economy continues to  
expand, there are increasing opportunities to add beauty to daily life 
incorporating  public art into the city and for pursuing opportunities to 
increase  access to cultural activities and art classes.  throughout the 
public process the arts has emerged as an important priority.

Arts And Culture
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Initiatives:

01:  PublIC Art
Incorporate public art into new transportation and utility 
infrastructure investments by implementing a program for 
public art.

02:  PublIC GAtherInG sPACes
Develop dedicated public gathering spaces in 
neighborhood centers.  

03: FestIvAls And CulturAl events
promote programming of public spaces with festivals and 
other cultural events.

04: ACCess to Art ClAsses And CulturAl 
ProGrAms
Develop strategies to increase access to art classes and 
cultural programs. 



Arts and Culture
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InItIatIve 01

PublIC Art

From mInDmIxer

Public art must also become a part of public policy, and not simply a one-time event. It can have a 
tremendous impact on long-term economic development and investment in the community.
– Carolyn W

reCommendAtIons
�� negotiate with developers to raise funding for public art.
�� explore a public art ordinance.

desCrIPtIon
public art is art that is displayed in the public realm 
in the city.  public art is an asset that can transform 
public spaces in Fargo, encourage personal growth and 
creativity and increase public gathering and interaction.  
3XEOLF�DUW�VKRXOG�UHÀHFW�)DUJR¶V�LGHQWLW\�DQG�HQKDQFH�WKH�
image of the city.   

as Fargo grows and develops, it will continue to seek 
ways to effectively promote public art in the city.  the city 
will explore a range of options for funding public art and 
will implement the combination of programs and policies 
that best accomplish this goal.

beneFIts
public art encourages thought and creativity.  It enhances 
public spaces and improves the image of the city.  public 
art can draw people to destination areas and increase 
economic development in those areas. public art attracts 
talent and can give Fargo a competitive edge in creative 
sectors of the economy.
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Case stuDy

“
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Case stuDy

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: rdA of 
the City of Philadelphia’s Percent 
for Fine Arts Program
1DWLRQ¶V�¿UVW�3HUFHQW�IRU�WKH�$UWV�SURJUDP�

seattle, Washington: Public Art 
ordinance (1% for the Arts)
“the City accepts a responsibility for expanding public 
experience with visual art. such art has enabled 
people in all societies better to understand their 
communities and individual lives.  artists capable of 
creating art for public places must be encouraged and 
6HDWWOH¶V�VWDQGLQJ�DV�D�UHJLRQDO�OHDGHU�LQ�SXEOLF�DUW�
enhanced.  a policy is therefore established to direct 
the inclusion of works of art in public works of the City.” 
all requests for appropriations for construction projects 
shall include an amount equal to one percent of the 
estimated cost of such project for works of art
Created a special “municipal arts Fund” for the 
appropriated funds. enacted in 1973. 

From mInDmIxer

to help us create a progressive and attractive city, a public art commission housed under the city 
government would be a great idea and serve many functions. many cities the size of Fargo and 
smaller have public art commissions that can help with historic preservation, economic development 
and other functions. A percent for arts program can help fund the program which in the end is a solid 
investment and pays great dividends for the cities in terms of tourism and related dollars. – BB
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InItIatIve 02

PublIC GAtherInG 
sPACes

From mInDmIxer

I think the crucial component in this idea and many others people have suggested is the idea of a 
common space for public gathering. We are so isolated from each other outside of a commercial/private 
space … that I feel many of the ideas people have proposed revolve around bringing people together 
in a central public space. hence the idea of for a public square! It would be a low-cost, high-impact 
space for social, cultural, and civic activities. such a place would anchor our sense of civic pride in a 
geographic place and enhance urban vitality through a space that is truly democratic,” -- Durdon

reCommendAtIons

desCrIPtIon
neighborhood focused development in Fargo will be 
characterized by dedicated public gathering spaces 
in neighborhood centers.  public gathering spaces in 
neighborhood centers such as corner parks, courtyards, 
and plazas can accommodate informal or organized 
neighborhood gatherings. programming in neighborhood 
centers can connect to city-wide festivals and cultural events.  

neighborhood center spaces will provide attractive and safe 
places where children can play, and teenagers and adults can 
socialize. the design of these spaces will be grounded in a 
neighborhood vision, meeting the open space needs of area 
residents. Design standards and the development proposal 
UHYLHZ�SURFHVV�ZLOO�HQVXUH�WKDW�SXEOLF�VSDFHV�PHHW�WKH�FLW\¶V�
criteria for sustainability, functionality and aesthetic appeal. 
effectively designed spaces will include places to sit in sun 
and shade, gathering points, inviting entryways, ambient 
lighting and convenient access. a network of neighborhood 
spaces can be connected by bike trails, greenways and public 
transit.  Green stormwater infrastructure can function as public 
gathering spaces as well.
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parks and plazas, including neighborhood gathering 
spaces, can play a big role in fostering public activity 
twelve months a year. Well-managed winter-long 
programming can keep these spaces active throughout 
the season. neighborhood gathering places can be tied to 
winter and summer festivals. 

beneFIts
the design of gathering spaces can be tailored to 
enhance the character of individual neighborhoods, from 
downtown areas to residential areas of varying density. 
neighborhood gathering spaces provide open space, 
an area for recreation within walking distance, and can 
serve as entry points to an interconnected trail network 
throughout the city. Well designed, well managed public 
spaces increase property value and enhance the curb 
appeal of a neighborhood.  a gathering space can 
encourage the development of a sense of community 
DQG�FROOHFWLYH�HI¿FDF\��QHLJKERUV�FDQ�JHW�WR�NQRZ�RQH�
another and watch out for each other. houses and 
apartments that front the public space enhance safety 
with “eyes on the park”. public space designs grounded 
in a neighborhood vision encourage a sense of ownership 
of the public space. neighborhood organizations can 
involve residents in maintenance and programming for 
the public space, further enhancing the aesthetic appeal 
and building community.
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Case stuDy

Citygarden, st. louis, mo

Citygarden in downtown st. Louis is a public park and 
sculpture garden that features the art of 23 sculpture 
artists and a giant video wall. the City formed a 
partnership with the Gateway  Foundation to develop 
WKH�SDUN���7KH�SDUN¶V�PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�SURYLGH�UHFUHDWLRQ�
VSDFH�IRU�GRZQWRZQ�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�RI¿FH�ZRUNHUV�DQG�
catalyze the development of more commercial and 
residential space.

source: www.citygardenstl.org
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Case stuDy

Plan review and distance:  
tacoma Washington: 
“a plat key map for residential development shall 
indicate distances from any point thereof to the 
nearest existing schools, parks, and playgrounds, 
and shall show in what way children may safely 
reach the same.”

Philadelphia Green- 
neighborhood parks initiative 
since 1993 phs has been working with 
volunteer “Friends of” park groups throughout 
the city that work with parks and recreation to 
keep parks safe, clean, and green. the network 
has grown to encompass almost 100 park 
JURXSV��DOO�KHOSLQJ�WR�PDNH�3KLODGHOSKLD¶V�SDUNV�
vibrant and active spaces. 

each neighborhood park group has its own 
YLVLRQ��6RPH�KROG�PRQWKO\�FOHDQ�XS�GD\V��VRPH�
host weekly concerts, movie nights, or farmers 
PDUNHWV��RWKHUV�FUHDWH�ZRUNVKRSV�RQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�
from food-tasting to decoration-making! all are 
run by neighbors dedicated to their community 
and to making their local park great.
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InItIatIve 03

FestIvAls And 
CulturAl events

From mInDmIxer

Imagine a week or weekend in which every music venue hosted local musicians, every gallery hosted 
a local artist, every theatre had a production with local talent, and every restaurant and small business 
put their best foot forward to celebrate the arts and our own distinct culture...such an event could be 
an incredible regional draw for tourism, it would give locals something to celebrate and have fun with, 
and returning alums can see the vibrant community that they’re missing out on.  – kriskerzman

reCommendAtIons
�� evaluate successes, and challenges, and programming 

gaps of existing cultural events and festivals. 
�� Identify organizations and individuals to champion a 

festival, develop funding mechanisms, and craft festival 
activities.

�� Identify central locations to feature festivals, particularly 
along the river and at key parks.

�� Identify creative financing mechanisms to cover costs 
such as  organization, security and police, traffic control, 
medical treatment, sewer and water requirements, and 
clean-up.

desCrIPtIon
this initiative emerged as a priority through the town hall 
website as a way to increase community interaction and 
to embrace the elements of Fargo that make it unique. 
Festivals and cultural events draw people together to 
celebrate the unique features and assets of the community.  
Festivals can help to shift the way a community is perceived 
by both citizens and visitors. some potential ideas for 
Fargo include: a winter festival to bring people outdoors 
to celebrate the recreational opportunities of cold weather 
and snow, or a river festival to celebrate the renewal of 
SRVW�ÀRRG�)DUJR��DQG�GUDZ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�ULYHU�DV�DQ�DVVHW�
to celebrate rather than as a threat to community security.  
Fargo also possesses a strong arts and cultural tradition. 
Celebrating the heritage and customs of the community and 
showing off the talents of local and regional artisans will 
provide programming that is unique and authentic.    



Arts and Culture  |   113

“

”

beneFIts
)HVWLYDOV�FDQ�EXLOG�RQ�)DUJR¶V�XQLTXH�LGHQWLW\�DQG�SURYLGH�
residents with year-round activities. successful festivals 
provide an economic development and community 
development boost. they can draw visitors from outside 
Fargo, and build community amongst the citizens of 
Fargo and moorhead. activities within and around 
IHVWLYDOV�FDQ�SURYLGH�HFRQRPLF�EHQH¿WV�WR�ORFDO�YHQGRUV��
artisans, restaurants, and hotels.  a festival centered on 
the red river could host both summer and winter events 
that connect venues along the river with community 
recreation and arts.  

From mInDmIxer

let’s celebrate winter by turning broadway into an avenue of snow sculptures! … our Cvb could 
UXQ�D�WUHDVXUH�KXQW�ZLWK�FOXHV�WR�¿QG�DOO�WKH�VFXOSWXUHV«�7KH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�FRPPXQLW\�LQYROYHPHQW�
is tremendous in our active town, which unfettered by chill, will offer its sculptors, painters and 
creators; inspired young and old, amateur and professional, resident artists and children to 
celebrate our winter before it melts into spring. -- Cat
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Case stuDy

madison winter festival
every year, the madison Winter Festival attracts 
more than 20,000 spectators, winter enthusiasts and 
athletes. over ninety truckloads of snow transform the 
inside street lanes of Capitol square into a race and 
recreational venue. streets adjacent to the square are 
closed off for family oriented activities such as snow 
and ice sculpting, sled hill rides, snow shoeing and 
other events. two full days of festival activities are 
sponsored and supported by local businesses and 
organized by volunteers.

des moines, IA Winter Games:  
+RVWHG�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHNHQG�LQ�)HEUXDU\��WKH�'HV�0RLQHV�
Winter Games takes place at parks and recreation 
facilities across the city.  the festival includes a 
broomball tournament, a coed “sno-ball” slo-pitch 
VRIWEDOO�WRXUQDPHQW��DQ�LFH�¿VKLQJ�GHUE\��D�SRQG�
hockey tournament, downhill kayaking and numerous 
other creative winter activities for residents and visitors 
to enjoy. more than 10,000 people participated in the 
HYHQW�GXULQJ�LWV�¿UVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�������ZLOO�PDUN�WKH�
5th annual event. Local sponsors fund the costs of this 
cultural event which brings people together for an off 
the wall sports event and a celebration of winter. 
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Case stuDy

Cherry Creek Arts Festival 
denver Co
the Cherry Creek festival takes place during 
,QGHSHQGHQFH�'D\�ZHHNHQG��VHUYLQJ�DV�&RORUDGR¶V�
signature cultural celebration of the visual, culinary 
and performing arts. the annual civic event draws 
more than 350,000 visitors.  the festival takes place 
LQ�'HQYHU¶V�&KHUU\�&UHHN�1RUWK�6KRSSLQJ�'LVWULFW��
drawing economic activity to the area surrounding 
the festival. the festival is organized through a 501c3 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�EHDULQJ�WKH�IHVWLYDO¶V�QDPH��ZKLFK�FRQGXFWV�
art education and outreach throughout the year. 

third Coast bicycle Festival
traverse City, michigan hosts this week-long festival 
in the late summer of every year.  activities are geared 
toward bicycle enthusiasts  of all levels. activities 
include races,  bicycle art, trackstand and polo 
FRPSHWLWLRQV��D�ELF\FOH�¿OP�QLJKW��DQG�ORWV�DQG�ORWV�RI�
great local organized rides.

long beach bikefest
the Long Beach Bikefest is a fundraising event for 
WKH�SHGLDWULF�FDQFHU�UHVHDUFK�DW�0LOOHU�&KLOGUHQ¶V�
hospital of Long Beach. the event also supports the 
FRPPXQLW\¶V�HIIRUW�WR�EH�³7KH�PRVW�ELF\FOH�IULHQGO\�FLW\�LQ�
the united states.” activities include a family bicycle tour 
of Long Beach, offering 31 and 62 mile courses which end 
at the festival location. the festival offers a full day of live 
entertainment, bicycle focused activities and a vendor fair.  
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InItIatIve 04

ACCess to Art ClAsses 
And CulturAl ProGrAms

From mInDmIxer

9LVLEOH�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�DUWV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�DFWLYLWLHV�E\�FLW\�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�EXVLQHVV�OHDGHUV�ZRXOG�KHOS�WR�
support the notion that the arts are not a novelty but integral to a healthy community. Policy decisions 
that encourage volunteerism, charitable giving and active participation in arts and cultural offerings will 
DOVR�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�FRPPXQLW\�FRKHVLRQ�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ��– Carolyn W

“

reCommendAtIons
�� (VWDEOLVK�D�PXQLFLSDO�DUWV�FRPPLVVLRQ�WR�RYHUVHH�WKH�&LW\¶V�

partnership with the plains arts museum and administration of 
municipal funding programs to support development of the Katherine 
Kilbourne Burgum Center for Creativity at the plains arts museum.

�� establish partnerships with local colleges and universities to increase 
WKH�SXEOLF¶V�DFFHVV�WR�DUWV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�SURJUDPV�

�� Design a community arts program for at-risk youth in Fargo.

desCrIPtIon
Fargo will support the creation of the Katherine Kilbourne Burgum Center 
for Creativity at the plains art museum.  the Center for Creativity is 
an innovative collaboration between plains art museum, Fargo public 
schools, other area school districts, and community artists. aimed at 
students and adults, the Center for Creativity will be a dynamic studio 
and exhibition space for learning, discussion, and display of creative 
work. the Center for Creativity will offer studio classes to K-12 students, 
other youth, adult and after-school groups, and visiting artist residencies. 

Concordia College in moorhead hosts the Fargo/moorhead 
Communiversity, offering extracurricular learning opportunities for people 
of all ages.  Courses held at riverview place and touchmark at harwood 
Groves will expand to offer arts and culture classes to children and 
adults. Courses may also be held at the plains art museum Center for 
Creativity once it is complete. 

Fargo will collaborate with community organizations to develop arts 
programs directed toward at-risk youth.  these programs will provide a 
safe, engaging and constructive environment for young people who lack 
adult supervision during nonschool hours.
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beneFIts
arts classes and cultural programs teach creative thinking 
skills, collaboration, and problem solving to youth.  
Creative thinking can make adults of all ages better 
students, employees, and citizens. visible involvement in 
DUWV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�DFWLYLWLHV�E\�FLW\�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�EXVLQHVV�
leaders supports the arts as an integral part of a healthy 
community. volunteerism, charitable giving and active 
participation in arts and cultural offerings will also have a 
VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�FRPPXQLW\�FRKHVLRQ�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ��
arts programs help at-risk youth reduce truancy, improve 
academic performance, build critical self-discipline, 
communication, and job skills. 

From mInDmIxer

how would we use creative thinking, creative processes and problem solving to address our places, 
parks, streets, alleys, building design, gardens, riverfront? I would like to work to make these more 
prominent values that are infused into city planning and city budgets. I want to brag that Fargo is a 
creative city with lots of creative people who are making this a dynamic, liveable, healthy, beautiful 
city. – Coco s
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Case stuDy

YouthArts toolkit: 
this tool kit is the result of a collaborative research 
effort conducted by americans for the arts in 
partnership with the regional arts & Culture Council 
LQ�3RUWODQG��2UHJRQ��)XOWRQ�&RXQW\�$UWV�&RXQFLO�
LQ�$WODQWD��WKH�&LW\�RI�6DQ�$QWRQLR�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
$UWV�DQG�&XOWXUDO�$IIDLUV��5HVHDUFK�DI¿UPHG�WKDW�DUW�
programs for at-risk youth decrease involvement in 
delinquent behavior, increase academic achievement 
DQG�LPSURYH�\RXWK¶V�DWWLWXGHV�DERXW�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�
their future. the toolkit provides arts agencies, juvenile 
justice agencies, social service organizations, and 
other community-based organizations with detailed 
information about how to plan, run, provide training, 
and evaluate arts programs for at-risk youth. 

source: http://www.americansforthearts.org/youtharts/

university of missouri-Kansas City’s 
Communiversity: 
For 41 years, Communiversity has been offering a 
diverse array of classes taught by local, volunteer 
experts. Class topics range from cooking classes to 
¿QDQFLDO�SODQQLQJ�VHPLQDUV��IURP�EHOO\�GDQFLQJ�WR�
wholistic health.  a variety of arts classes and cultural 
programs are offered on a regular basis. 

source: http://www.umkc.edu/commu/
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