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Economy

Fargo will build on its agricultural and manufacturing heritage and 
will be known as a cutting-edge creative economy.  We will educate 
and retain the best workforce in the nation and foster an innovative 
entrepreneurial environment.
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draft
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Fargo withstood the global economic downturn with 
impressive strength. this was due in large part to the 
city’s economic diversity. Fargo is a regional hub for goods 
and services such as education, healthcare, retail, and 
¿QDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��)DUJR�KDV�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�
base of primary sector, wealth-creating industries such 
DV�PDQXIDFWXULQJ��EDFN�RI¿FH�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�DJULFXOWXUDO�
processing.  Fargo’s unemployment rate is an impressively 
low 2.9%.  this plan represents an opportunity to improve 
on these strengths and pursue strategies to make Fargo 
even more competitive in the future.

Economy
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Initiatives:

01: AmEnItIEs And BEAutIFIcAtIon As An 
EconomIc dEvElopmEnt tool
,QYHVW�LQ�DPHQLWLHV�DQG�EHDXWL¿FDWLRQ�DV�DQ�HFRQRPLF�
development tool to attract creative individuals.  For 
example, improve the streetscape and walkability of 
Fargo’s main corridors.

02: IncEntIvEs For spEcIAlIzEd spAcE
provide incentives for developing specialized space 
ZKHUH�ERWK�WKH�GHPDQG�DQG�SXEOLF�EHQH¿W�DUH�
substantially demonstrated.  For example, there may be 
a need for more “wet” laboratory space to strengthen the 
bioscience industry and provide more jobs.

03: tEchnology InFrAstructurE
Create strategies to increase the quality of Fargo’s 
communication infrastructure.  this infrastructure will give 
Fargo a competitive advantage for technology related 
businesses to locate in Fargo.

04: EntrEprEnEurshIp
Create an environment of entrepreneurship through 
business support and public awareness campaigns.

05: promotE connEctIons And InFIll In  WEst 
AcrEs commErcIAl ArEA
Direct future development around the West acres 
commercial area to increase the amount of retail 
space, density, and promote walkability to increase the 
competitiveness of this regional shopping destination.

06: WorkForcE trAInIng
promote workforce training at the local universities 
and colleges.
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BEForE: spArsE puBlIc rEAlm InFrAstructurE
Several forces work together to drive economic development in cities. the power of urban amenities is emerging as a 
driving force in city development.  More and more people are choosing where to live and then look for a job. this before 
and after photo simulation illustrates the idea that public realm improvements can catalyze private development.
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AFtEr: puBlIc rEAlm ImprovEmEnts cAtAlyzE prIvAtE dEvElopmEnt
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AmEnItIEs And BEAutIFIcAtIon 
As An EconomIc dEvElopmEnt 
tool

)520�0,1'0,;(5

Beautify Fargo with art--create more 
murals and do creative things in the 
alleys. this will create a buzz and 
enhance tourism. – sababa

)520�0,1'0,;(5

Beautiful and socially functional environments attract 
both investment and in migration of talent. If we want 
to attract both, we will need to beautify our main 
corridors.” -cat

rEcommEndAtIons
�� prioritize pedestrian and bicycle streetscape improvements when 

upgrading infrastructure.
�� Create design guidelines for well-designed neighborhoods and urban 

districts.
�� Create incentives developers to include public realm improvements. 
�� ,QYHVW�LQ�WUDLOV�DQG�SDUNV��

dEscrIptIon
Creativity is emerging as one of the driving forces in the development 
of cities.  as creative industries continue to grow, attracting skilled 
individuals and businesses that engage the creativity of their workers is 
becoming one of the most important tools for economic development.  
,PSURYLQJ�XUEDQ�DPHQLWLHV��VXFK�DV�WUDLOV��WUDQVLW��VFKRROV��SDUNV��DQG�
well designed neighborhoods and urban districts is an effective strategy 
for attracting and retaining skilled residents.

)DUJR�ZLOO�LQYHVW�LQ�DPHQLWLHV�DQG�EHDXWL¿FDWLRQ�DV�DQ�HFRQRPLF�
development tool to attract creative individuals.  For example, the City 
will explore improving the streetscape and walkability of Fargo’s main 
corridors.

BEnEFIts
,QYHVWLQJ�LQ�DPHQLWLHV��VXFK�DV�VWUHHWVFDSH�LPSURYHPHQWV��WUDLOV��DQG�
parks can attract and retain creative individuals.  this group creates a 
SRRO�IRU�¿UPV�WR�GUDZ�IURP�DQG�FDQ�DWWUDFW�PRUH�FUHDWLYH�¿UPV�WR�)DUJR���
2I�FRXUVH��VWUHHWVFDSH�LPSURYHPHQWV��WUDLOV��DQG�SDUNV�KDYH�EHQH¿WV�
far beyond economic development; they increase quality of life for all 
members of the community.
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CaSe StuDy

chicago –millennium park

Chicago reinvented it’s downtown with the completion 
RI�0LOOHQQLXP�3DUN�LQ��������7KH�SDUN�UHSODFHG�ROG�UDLO�
lines and parking lots and created a prominent civic 
center near the Lake Michigan shoreline.  this iconic 
public amenity is responsible for reshaping perceptions 
of downtown Chicago and drawing creatives to the city 
to participate in a vibrant rebirth of Chicago’s creative 
economy.
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IncEntIvEs For 
spEcIAlIzEd spAcE

)520�0,1'0,;(5

red river research corridor….create ways to connect Fargo with Winnipeg, grand Forks and 
sioux Falls, so that we can truly see this as a “river of research.” -drew Fm

rEcommEndAtIons
�� Create incentives for businesses to invest in high-tech spaces in 

Fargo.
�� perform cost benefit analyses for all public/private partnerships.

dEscrIptIon
Fargo’s diverse economy includes highly technical and specialized 
LQGXVWULHV���,W�LV�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�LQWHUHVW�WR�HQVXUH�WKHVH�LQGXVWULHV�DUH�
competitive in Fargo and continue to provide employment for a highly 
educated workforce. Fargo can maintain competitiveness in these areas 
by providing incentives for developing specialized space where both the 
GHPDQG�DQG�SXEOLF�EHQH¿W�DUH�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�GHPRQVWUDWHG���)RU�H[DPSOH��
there may be a need for more “wet” laboratory space to strengthen the 
bioscience industry and provide more jobs.  the private sector may have 
GLI¿FXOWO\�¿QDQFLQJ�WKH�ODUJH�LQLWLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�WKLV�NLQG�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�
requires. the city could provide a low interest loan or grant if the 
additional tax revenue, employment, and stimulus to the local economy 
exceeds the cost to the city. the City should evaluate each development 
SURSRVDO�LQGLYLGXDOO\�DQG�GHWHUPLQH�LI�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RXW�ZHLJK�WKH�FRVWV��
these public/private partnerships have the opportunity to expand 
Fargo’s economy and make the economic pie bigger for everyone.

BEnEFIts
3XEOLF�3ULYDWH�3DUWQHUVKLSV�FDQ�EHQH¿W�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�FDWDO\]LQJ�
businesses and development that otherwise would not happen.  
public dollars can leverage large private investments and are an 
effective way for the public sector to stimulate private employment and 
business development.
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CaSe StuDy

kansas Bioscience Authority 
.DQVDV�%LRVFLHQFH�$XWKRULW\�DZDUGHG����������WR�
(YRJHQ��,QF���D�.DQVDV�&LW\��02�EDVHG�GHYLFH�DQG�
diagnostics company, to support the relocation of its 
facility to Olathe, KS. evogen’s move will result in 
the immediate creation of 16 net new jobs, and yield 
35 jobs over three years. the company also plans 
to invest approximately $1.8 million in its new facility 
over three years.

EdA grant, st. louis, mo 
eDa awarded $1 million to the BioGenerator, the Donald 
Danforth plant Science Center, the economic Council of 
St. Louis County, the St. Louis Development Corporation, 
St. Louis university, the university of Missouri, and 
Washington university-St. Louis, Missouri, to advance 
bioscience technology commercialization in the St. Louis 
region by building an entrepreneurial infrastructure that 
is market-based around the needs of existing bioscience 
¿UPV�DQG�LQYHVWRUV��7KLV�SURMHFW�ZLOO�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�
biosciences as a key regional economic engine for the 
future, growing new companies and fostering innovation 
and job creation. this investment, funded through the i6 
Challenge, which is administered by eDa, in partnership 
ZLWK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWHV�RI�+HDOWK�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�
Science Foundation, is part of a $2 million project.



Economy

“

”

,1,7,$7,9(���

tEchnology 
InFrAstructurE

)520�0,1'0,;(5

“….businesses need the infrastructure to succeed,. Work with other providers that can 
give Fargo better service. that includes high speed internet [and] better connection 
speeds.  -- fmmetroplex

rEcommEndAtIons
�� encourage and provide the construction of broadband networks 

throughout the city with affordable access for individual residents and 
businesses.

�� employ creative solutions that provide information to residents in 
different forms.  

�� Maintain relationships with the university and corporations to enhance 
infrastructure and information availability to all parties.

�� Develop outreach programs and services which provide availability 
and assistance to residents with limited knowledge of technology 
services.

dEscrIptIon
Fargo will create strategies to increase the quality of its communication 
infrastructure to provide the community with a competitive advantage 
in the region.  this initiative involves employing strategies to enhance 
citizens’ access to communication and technology.  access to information 
increases Fargo’s desirability to potential students, homeowners, and 
businesses.  the City will work towards providing a robust technical 
framework throughout the city, in an effort to attract businesses and a 
skilled workforce. 

Strategies to be employed by the City aren’t limited to infrastructure 
underground, but the quality of information available to Fargo citizens by 
city services including the library and the city’s website.  the use of Mind 
Mixer for idea generation throughout this comprehensive plan process 
has shown current residents’ desire for information and input in a new 
way.  Fargo has the opportunity to continue this movement by employing 
new and enhancing existing efforts to provide the most update and 
DFFHVVLEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ����&RQWLQXHG�HQKDQFHPHQW�RI�WKH�RQOLQH�*,6�
software available to residents is an example of this effort.
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“

BEnEFIts
Fargo’s competitive advantage for technology related 
EXVLQHVVHV�WR�ORFDWH�WR�WKH�UHJLRQ�LV�WKH�PDLQ�EHQH¿W�
of increased communication infrastructure.  Business 
growth serves as an economic generator for the city as 
well as the addition of a highly skilled workforce into the 
DUHD���,QFUHDVHG�DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�D�PDJQHW�IRU�
VWXGHQWV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�WR�PRYH�WR�WKH�UHJLRQ���,QFUHDVLQJ�
and enhancing the availability of information regarding 
public services can decrease the number of inquiries into 
staff and can also increase participation and awareness 
in programs.  

CaSe StuDy

google Fiber – kansas city, kansas 
and kansas city, missouri
*RRJOH�DQQRXQFHG�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�RI������WKDW�WKH\�
would be bringing Google Fiber to Kansas City, KS 
and Kansas City, MO.  the goal of the project is to 
build an experimental, ultra-high speed broadband 
network, and test it in these communities.  as 
LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�WKH�¿EHU�OLQH�FRQWLQXHV��FLWL]HQV�DUH�
encouraged to gear up for its launch, such as 
encouraging small businesses currently without a 
website, to create one.  this included the presence of 
2I¿FH3RUW�LQ�.DQVDV�&LW\��02�IRU�D�IHZ�GD\V�WR�DVVLVW�
LQ�ZHEVLWH�FUHDWLRQ���7KH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�¿EHU�OLQHV�
through these two communities will allow Google to 
study the effects of this ultra-high speed connection.

6RXUFH��KWWS���JRRJOH¿EHUEORJ�EORJVSRW�FRP�

&RRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�1RUWK�'DNRWD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\¶V�
,QIRUPDWLRQ�7HFKQRORJ\�6HUYLFHV�ZLOO�EH�SDUDPRXQW�WR�WKH�
future success of Fargo’s technology infrastructure.  as 
the university expands it campus geographically and the 
research within, both entities can work to ensure quality 
services for the community.  this outreach extends to 
large companies in the area whose presence and work 
warrants focus in this area.   
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EntrEprEnEurshIp

”

“)520�0,1'0,;(5

locally owned business money stays in the community and more importantly these business owners 
have a stake in the community…our locally owned business owner’s live here, their kids go to school 
here, and they care more about Fargo…let’s start a Buy local program like Austin texas. let’s do a 
VWXG\�WR�FDOFXODWH�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�ORFDOO\�RZQHG�EXVLQHVVHV��±�0LNH)*2

rEcommEndAtIons
�� 6XSSRUW�WKH�1'68�5HVHDUFK�)RXQGDWLRQ��ZKLFK�ZRUNV�WR�SURWHFW�DQG�

FRPPHUFLDOL]H�GLVFRYHULHV�DQG�LQYHQWLRQV�E\�1'68�IDFXOW\��VWDII��DQG�
students.

�� 6XSSRUW�1'68�5HVHDUFK�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�3DUN��,QF�
�� Develop a toolkit of assistance and financing to help entrepreneurs 

launch new businesses.
�� explore additional business incubators to provide space for startups. 

dEscrIptIon
Fargo residents are full of great ideas.  Startups and small businesses 
are a key reason why Fargo continues to have such low unemployment 
in the face of the national recession.  Many of the big employers in town, 
including Microsoft (formerly Great plains Software), essentia health 
�IRUPHUO\�,QQRYLV�+HDOWK���DQG�3KRHQL[�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�EHJDQ�DV�VWDUWXSV�
in Fargo. Creating an environment of entrepreneurship will ensure that 
Fargo will continue to lead in innovation and job growth.

this initiative focuses on ensuring that entrepreneurs have access 
WR�¿QDQFLQJ��VWDUWXS�VSDFH��DQG�DVVLVWDQFH���DOO�WKH�UDZ�PDWHULDOV�
to launch a business. Strategies to accomplish this include creating 
D�HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS�WRRONLW�WKDW�FROOHFWV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�¿QDQFLQJ�
programs and technical assistance in one place.  a business incubator 
could further support entrepreneurs by providing low cost start up space 
DQG�DFFHVV�WR�PHQWRUV���7KH�1'68�5HVHDUFK�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�3DUN��,QF��
is an example of a business incubator. this technology incubator park 
has  19 tenants and has created 893 jobs through direct employment 
ZLWK�DQ�DYHUDJH�VDODU\�RI�����������7KH�VSHQGLQJ�RI�WKHVH�QHZ�
employees in the community created an estimated 551 indirect, off-site 
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nashville Entrepreneur center
“the entrepreneur Center fosters innovation and 
HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS�E\�7XUQLQJ�,GHDV�,QWR�5HDOLW\��KHOSLQJ�
WR�VWDUW�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�FUHDWH�MREV��$V�D�QRQ�SUR¿W�
����F���RUJDQL]DWLRQ��WKH�&HQWHU�LV�IXQGHG�WKURXJK�
sponsorships, partnerships, donations and grants. 
the eC relies on support from leading corporations, 
successful entrepreneurs and those who have a 
vested interest in the Center’s success.”

Source: entrepreneurcenter.com

”

“ )520�0,1'0,;(5

Identify a number of empty storefronts in both downtown and 13th Avenue areas and create 2-3 small 
business incubators. there could be an agricultural products incubator…a small manufacturing 
incubator, etc. this would create new businesses in places near established businesses, and locate 
VHUYLFHV�QHDU�ÀHGJOLQJ�EXVLQHVVHV��±�'UHZ�)0

BEnEFIts
Supporting entrepreneurship creates a launching pad 
for generating new jobs and businesses in Fargo.  all 
companies begin as startups, and the payoff for the 
community of launching a successful business is large 
LQ�WHUPV�RI�GLUHFW�EHQH¿WV�WR�WKH�EXVLQHVVHV�HPSOR\HHV�
and multiplier effects as those employees spend money 
throughout the community.  

jobs.  the technology park has been good for the City 
fiscally, creating 3.6 million for local governments from 
taxes and fees.  Fargo will explore replicating this model 
in other industries to create even more employment and 
keep Fargo’s economy on the forefront of innovation.
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promotE connEctIons And InFIll 
In WEst AcrEs commErcIAl ArEA

)520�0,1'0,;(5

redeveloping is an excellent idea, 
especially if done with a redesign of 
the mall parking areas to increase 
safe pedestrian access. – marta

)520�0,1'0,;(5

“the area is already a major attraction to out-of-
towners; think of what it could be with updating, 
reinvestment, and a greater sense of place, where 
people want to spend more time and more money.” – 
15-year resident

rEcommEndAtIons
�� Create a Master plan that identifies infill opportunities and creates a 

new pattern of development for the area
�� explore incentive packages, such as infrastructure investments and 

tax increment financing to encourage mixed use, infill development.

dEscrIptIon
West acres Commercial area is a successful regional shopping 
attraction, yet the existing patterns of development promote automobile 
transportation as the most convenient and most accessible mode of 
transportation. there is an opportunity to enhance this commercial area 
E\�SURPRWLQJ�LQ¿OO�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�SHGHVWULDQ�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�
the shopping district and to the surrounding areas.  Fargo will explore 
strategies to redevelopment West acres commercial area to increase 
the amount of retail space, density, and promote walkability.  this will 
increase the competitiveness of this regional shopping center and 
achieve goals of health and aesthetics by making a more walkable and 
attractive shopping area.

BEnEFIts
3URPRWLQJ�LQ¿OO�DQG�SHGHVWULDQ�FRQQHFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�$FUHV�
FRPPHUFLDO�DUHD�EHQH¿WV�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��KHDOWK�RI�
residents, environment, and strength of the local economy. 
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large surface 
parking lots 
surround 
destinations
the vast amount of 
pavement surrounding 
destinations is not 
an environment that 
promotes walking and 
biking. Strategies to 
promote walkable and 
bikable connections 
amidst large surface 
parking lots include 
FUHDWLQJ�LQ¿OO�GHYHORSPHQW�
that fronts the street, 
bolstering existing 
streetscapes with 
pedestrian amenities, 
parking reduction 
strategies, and 
considering approaches 
that arrange parking in a 
central lot, tucked under 
buildings, in an internal 

3RWHQWLDO�,PSURYHPHQWV

13th ave S ,��
�

��
QG
�6
W�6

,���

West acres Shopping Center

rabanus park



Economy

large block sizes 
concentrate 
VWUHHW�WUDI¿F�
and increase 
distances 
between 
destinations
these maps compare 
street grids at the same 
scale. the average block 
at West acres is twice 
the size compared to 
more walkable examples 
such as downtown Fargo, 
Fargo’s hawthorne 
neighborhood, and 
Denver’s Stapleton 
QHLJKERUKRRG��1HZ�
connections that help 
create smaller block sizes 
is a strategy to promote 
walking and biking. a 
¿QH�JUDLQHG�VWUHHW�JULG�
ensures trips are as short 
as possible, provides 
numerous routes that 
GLVSHUVH�VWUHHW�WUDI¿F��
fosters development 
that engages and 
activates public streets, 
and precludes large 
development sites with 
monolithic architecture. 
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Stapleton, Denver
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 more than a 10 MINUTE WALK

1/2 MILE

13th ave S

,��
�

��
QG
�6
W�6

,���

rabanus park

Few amenities within 
a ten minute walk 
can be reached 
by neighboring 
residents
Most of the development at 
West acres separates residential 
and commercial uses, and 
creates building patterns that 
make distances too far for 
most people to conveniently 
walk or bike. Strategies to 
improve connections between 
people’s homes and commercial 
amenities include creating 
mixed-use development and 
allowing for density. Density 
increases employment, retail, 
and other options for urban 
residents. the key is to mix 
housing with a variety of uses 
and to arrange it in a pattern 
that is suitable for walking. 
residential density should 
occur in a pattern that is diverse 
and interconnected. Density 
should be complemented by 
green infrastructure in the 
form of parks, greenways, or 
tree-lined streets. 

residential

Commercial

3RWHQWLDO�,PSURYHPHQWV
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WorkForcE 
trAInIng

)520�0,1'0,;(5

“Work with high school counselors and teachers, and help them understand the needs of 
businesses in the community. this will help guide high school students in their selection of 
majors and help get them thinking about the right path for post-secondary education.” 
– 15-year resident

rEcommEndAtIons
�� partner with universities and colleges to create workforce training 

programs.
�� evaluate programs offered by the Greater Fargo Moorhead economic 

Development Corporation to determine successful strategies that may 
EH�DSSOLHG�LQ�1RUWK�'DNRWD�WR�LQFUHDVH�ZRUNIRUFH�WUDLQLQJ�HIIRUWV�

�� Monitor changes in the Fargo economy and workforce needs to 
ensure the development of workforce training programs which meet 
those needs.

�� Direct workforce training programs to new residents and immigrants 
in Fargo.

�� Develop cross-sector partnerships that address language, math and 
job skills along with cultural acclimation and on-the-job social skills. 

dEscrIptIon
Fargo is a regional hub for goods and services such as education, 
KHDOWKFDUH��UHWDLO��DQG�¿QDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��)DUJR�KDV�D�EDVH�
of primary sector, wealth-creating industries such as manufacturing, 
EDFN�RI¿FH�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURFHVVLQJ��:RUNIRUFH�WUDLQLQJ�
will be customized to meet the employment needs of these sectors, 
and changes in the economy will be monitored to ensure that workforce 
training also meets the needs of emerging industries in the community.

the Fargo-Moorhead metropolitan area is also a regional hub for higher 
HGXFDWLRQ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKUHH�IRXU�\HDU�GHJUHH�XQLYHUVLWLHV��$VVRFLDWHV�
GHJUHHV�DQG�ZRUNIRUFH�WUDLQLQJ�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�5DVPXVVHQ��1RUWK�
Dakota State College of Science, Minnesota State Community and 
technical College and the Minnesota School of Business. Workforce 
training programs at these educational institutions are well-matched to 
the industries which are strongholds for the Fargo economy.  Customized 
WUDLQLQJ�LV�RIIHUHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�VSHFL¿F�QHHGV�RI�LQGXVWU\�HPSOR\HUV��
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“

Federal and state resources dedicated toward the development of green jobs began with the federal Green 
-REV�$FW�LQ�������ZKLFK�DXWKRUL]HG������PLOOLRQ�SHU�\HDU�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�(QHUJ\�(I¿FLHQF\�DQG�5HQHZDEOH�(QHUJ\�
:RUNHU�7UDLQLQJ�3URJUDP�DV�DQ�DPHQGPHQW�WR�WKH�:RUNIRUFH�,QYHVWPHQW�$FW���*UHHQ�MREV�WDUJHW�HQHUJ\�
HI¿FLHQF\�UHWUR¿WV��FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�SURGXFWLRQ�

7KH�0LQQHVRWD�*UHHQ�-REV�$FW��DGRSWHG�LQ�������LQFOXGHV�¿YH�SROLF\�PHFKDQLVPV�WR�DVVLVW�WKH�VWDWHZLGH�
HPHUJLQJ�JUHHQ�HFRQRP\�DQG�SURYLGHV�D�UHJLRQDO�FDVH�VWXG\�IRU�JUHHQ�MREV�GHYHORSPHQW��$V�RI�1RYHPEHU�������
JURZWK�LQ�KLULQJ�GHPDQG�IRU�JUHHQ�MREV�DYHUDJHG����SHUFHQW��YLUWXDOO\�LGHQWLFDO�WR�JURZWK�RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�HFRQRP\��
���SHUFHQW�RI�SRVLWLRQV�ZHUH�QHZ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�FDXVHG�E\�HPSOR\HHV¶�OHDYLQJ���*UHHQ�MREV�KLULQJ�UHSUHVHQWHG�����
SHUFHQW�RI�RYHUDOO�KLULQJ�GHPDQG��PRVWO\�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�VPDOO�¿UPV��

7KH�%XUHDX�RI�/DERU�6WDWLVWLFV�EHJDQ�JUHHQ�MREV�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�LQ�������WKURXJK�WKH�4XDUWHUO\�&HQVXV�RI�
employment and Wages and Occupational employment Statistics programs.  Data is collected both for jobs 
WKDW�SURGXFH�JRRGV�RU�VHUYLFHV�WKDW�EHQH¿W�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�RU�FRQVHUYH�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�IRU�MREV�LQ�
which production processes are environmentally friendly. 

Most green jobs are middle skill jobs which require education levels between high school diplomas and four 
year degrees, though some do require bachelor degrees. Workforce training that prepares green job employees 
should build on existing educational infrastructure and programming. Fargo can work with other jurisdictions, 
LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�WKH�6WDWH�RI�1RUWK�'DNRWD�WR�WDUJHW�ZRUNIRUFH�WUDLQLQJ�SDUWQHUVKLSV�IRU�NH\�JUHHQ�LQGXVWULHV��
([LVWLQJ�JUHHQ�MREV�WUDLQLQJ�LQFOXGHV�JHRWKHUPDO�HQHUJ\�ZRUNVKRSV�WKURXJK�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�*URXQG�6RXUFH�
+HDW�3XPS�$VVRFLDWLRQ��ZLQG�SRZHU�WUDLQLQJ�WKURXJK�,QWHUVWDWH�5HQHZDEOH�(QHUJ\�&RXQFLO�DQG�WKH�1RUWK�
$PHULFDQ�%RDUG�RI�&HUWL¿HG�(QHUJ\�3UDFWLWLRQHUV���(QHUJ\�DXGLWRU�WUDLQLQJ�LV�DYDLODEOH�WKURXJK�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�
(QHUJ\�(QJLQHHUV�DQG�(YHUEOXH��7KH�86�*UHHQ�%XLOGLQJ�&RXQFLO�RIIHUV�/(('�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ��

BEnEFIts
partnerships between employers and educational 
institutions in the Fargo area will allow for customized 
training that fully equips a workforce to meet the 
employment needs of the Fargo community.  Monitoring 
of changes in the economy and emerging industries 
will allow workforce training efforts to optimize the 
IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�DUHD�HPSOR\PHQW�QHHGV��,QWHJUDWHG�WUDLQLQJ�
IRU�LPPLJUDWLQJ�FLWL]HQV�FDQ�\LHOG�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFUHDVHV�
in earnings, job quality, and stability for this growing 
workforce. adapting workforce training to the needs 
of a diverse community will equip and retain a strong 
employment base. 

EnErgy

ZLWK�ÀH[LEOH�ORFDWLRQV�DQG�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�VNLOOV��7R�
continue the strength and progress of Fargo’s economy, 
increased workforce training efforts should be customized 
and encouraged to match primary sector and emerging 
wealth-creating industries.  

Workforce demographics in the city of Fargo are shifting 
as new american citizens migrate to the community. a 
VLJQL¿FDQW�FKDQJH�LQ�HWKQLF�GLYHUVLW\�SUHVHQWV�GLIIHUHQW�
training needs to prepare an able workforce for the Fargo 
economy. Workforce programs which provide language, 
math and cultural acclimation skills will improve job 
SODFHPHQW�DQG�UHWHQWLRQ�RI�1HZ�$PHULFDQV�
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minnesota Job skills partnership 
program: 
Created to join Minnesota businesses and schools in 
developing a competitive workforce. provides grants 
to educational institutions to supply new-job training 
or retraining. Funds are allocated to training costs 
or educational infrastructure improvements. partner 
business must match grant amount with in-kind 
contributions.

hire Education loan program: 
this program provides short term, no interest loans 
directly to businesses that contract with training 
institutions for customized workforce training.

Wisconsin department of children 
and Families road to Work 
program: 
Federally funded road to Work (rtW) funds are used 
to provide an employment and training program with 
D�9RFDWLRQDO�(QJOLVK�DV�D�6HFRQG�/DQJXDJH��9(6/��
component, designed to meet the employment needs 
of hmong, african, Meskhetian turks, and other 
refugees with limited education, including women with 
little or no english or transferable job skills and work 
experience; and older youth (18-25) who are not in 
school. rtW focuses on partnerships with employers 
WR�GHYHORS�RQ�WKH�MRE�WUDLQLQJ��2-7��ZLWK�9(6/�LQ�
subsidized employment (primary focus), and, where 
the situation is appropriate, a customized, short-term, 
ELOLQJXDO�VNLOO�WUDLQLQJ�ZLWK�9(6/�PD\�EH�FRQGXFWHG��
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Instituto del progreso latino, 
chicago, Il
this community organization partnered with humboldt 
3DUN�9RFDWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ�FHQWHU�WR�FRQQHFW�+LVSDQLF�
immigrants to jobs and skills. programs provide eSL 
FODVVHV��YRFDWLRQ�VSHFL¿F�FODVVHV�DQG�MRE�SODFHPHQW�
LQ�DUHD�¿UPV��%\�DGPLQLVWHULQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�/DWLQD�R�
serving Workforce Development Department in 
,OOLQRLV��,QVWLWXWR�UHVSRQGV�WR�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�LQGXVWU\�
and community demands of higher-skilled, bi-lingual 
workers and the need for higher wages.  Career 
pathway programs such as Carreras en Salud: a 
&KLFDJR�%L�OLQJXDO�+HDOWKFDUH�,QLWLDWLYH��VHFWRU�WUDLQLQJ�
FHQWHUV�VXFK�DV�0DQXIDFWXULQJ:RUNV��DQG�¿QDQFLDO�
and employment services offered through the Center 
for Working Families provide a holistic approach to 
asset development of the Latina/o community.




