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TYPES OF CENTERS

EXISTING EXISTING EXISTING EXISTINGEMERGING / EMERGING / EMERGING /
POTENTIAL POTENTIAL POTENTIAL

Urban Mixed Use Urban Neighborhood Node Neighborhood Node Regional Retail

Traditional urban development 
pattern with multi-story mixed-
use buildings located along street 
rights-of-way with active pedestrian 
streetscapes and on-street parking.

Mixed-use development clustered 
around a central location within a 
traditional urban neighborhood with 
buildings located along the street 
and an active pedestrian network.

A variety of retail and office 
uses clustered around a central 
neighborhood location, such as a 
street intersection, with multiple 
bike and pedestrian connections to 
surrounding residential areas.

Large commercial centers serving 
regional demands for goods and 
services that include big box 
retail stores and strip commercial 
developments with multiple 
businesses. 

EXISTING

EMERGING

POTENTIAL

Areas already developed or 
planned to develop as the 
type of center indicated. 

Areas where centers already 
want to be. These may have 
existing commercial uses or 
are located in a logical place 
where neighborhoods come 
together. 

Areas for new centers that 
currently do not exist.

CENTER TYPE
FOCAL POINT

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Redevelop the Galleria as a 
pedestrian-focused, mixed-use 
development with restaurants, retail 
and various types of housing.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Create a new, small-scale 
neighborhood node at these locations.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Develop a high-density, walkable, mixed-use district 
surrounding New Hanover Regional Medical Center.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Create a new commercial destination 
for the future residents of River 
Lights, especially one that can be 
reached easily on foot and by bike.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Introduce big-box and chain retail 
with context-sensitve development.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Focus on infill of surface parking lots 
and connecting to housing.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Focus on infill of surface parking lots 
and connecting to housing.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Create a mixed-use center with 
restaurants, retail and housing and 
multiple connections to surrounding 
neighborhoods.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Build on the momentum of existing 
town centers. Focus on making better 
connections and infill development.

VACANT LAND

PARKS

POTENTIAL 
REDEVELOPMENT 
SITES

Promote infill of large 
surface parking lots.

Focus on walking and 
biking infrastructure.

Create active retail 
environments.

Increase access to 
goods and services 
to center adjacent 
neighborhoods.

Concentrate investment, 
vertical orientation of 
buildings, and densities 
around focal points.

WHERE TO GROW

POTENTIAL 
STRATEGIES

HOW TO GROW

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Develop a center with industrial 
aesthetics; mix new and old buildings.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Foster a collection of urban centers, 
places and neighborhoods with their 
own identities and primary functions. 
Update the downtown master plan 
and create small area plans for each.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Develop high-density housing along 
the waterfront with public access.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Develop true vertical mixed-use 
buildings with ground floor retail.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Fill the surface parking lots of 
Independence Mall with buildings.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Create small urban centers with 
services for nearby residents.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
Focus new development around 
existing neighborhood nodes; 
prioritize sidewalk connections.

POTENTIAL STRATEGY
High density development and a 
tree-lined boulevard along Kerr Ave. 


