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Public Input Meeting #2 Summary
6pm-8pm
Fargo Park District — Robert D. Johnson Recreation Center

4/26/2022

Design Workshop Meeting = ‘7 \
Summary - B

A Public Input Meeting and
Open House was facilitated
on April 26, 2022 at the
Robert D. Johnson
Recreation (RDJ) Center in
Fargo, ND. Members of the
design team of AGL
Landscape Architects were
present at the RDJ Center
Gymnasium where design
concepts, diagrams, and
sketch illustrations were
presented for public input
and feedback.

The design team provided a
presentation to inform
attendees of the following
items being studied during
the master planning process
for Island Park:

e Project Overview and Schedule

e Reasons for Preparing a Master Plan for Island Park

e Goals for the Project

e Summary of Top Comments — MindMixer

e Summary of Comments — Workshop and Public Input Meeting #1
e Review Spatial Relationship Diagrams — Options 1 & 2
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The two (2) layout options were presented to the attendees with the following main park elements
described as follows:

Spatial Relationship Diagram - Option 1

Figure 1 - Spatial Relationship Diagram - Option 1

Gathering Space:

Includes an approximate 1.5 Acre space for major events at Island Park, like Midwest Kid Fest, Island Park
Show, FM Pride, Sanford’s Roger Maris Summer Night, Concerts, Block Parties, Food Vendors, and Farmer's
Markets. This space would be a blend of hard surface at the edges of the space where vendors and event
vehicles can park without impacting trees and root systems further inside the park. The remainder of the
space would be lawn and landscape space that allows flexible recreation use for passive events like yoga,
fitness classes, or other group activities and gatherings.

120 Stall Parking Lot:

Includes a reconstruction of the existing parking lot to achieve approximately 120 stalls and will mainly
serve the pool facility during peak summer hours. During the remainder of year, this parking lot will serve
the entire park space as it does currently.
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Open Air Amphitheater at Scherling Complex Site

The existing Scherling Complex concrete grandstand and rooms below could be removed and the existing
wall facade of the grandstand could be preserved and enhanced to serve as the backdrop for an open-air
amphitheater and stage in a bowl-type configuration where spectators would face west and performers on
stage would face east. A performance stage of approximately 30'x40’ would be located on the east side of
the remaining grandstand wall facade and performers would face east toward the audience. An
approximate permanent ticketed seating arrangement of 450 seats would be placed along the lower level
adjacent to the stage and approximately 500 moveable or lawn chair seats could be placed at the upper
lawn space of the amphitheater. The potential renovation concept of the grandstand should be further
coordinated with guidance and input from the Fargo Historic Preservation Commission.

Pool Complex:

Includes a 50M pool, leisure pool with drop slides, play structure, spectator bleacher seating, 4-season
bathhouse facility with restrooms and concessions, water slide complex, and lazy river. The building facility
in this concept is situated at the center of the outline area to serve the remainder of the park, nature play
area, and amphitheater space for tickets, concessions, and restroom use during performances.

Heritage Tree Preservation and Infill Area:

Island Park is special because of the extensive tree canopy that has existed for generations. This area should
be preserved, enhanced, and infilled with appropriate species that will perpetuate and improve the quality
of tree canopy that exists today. Examples best suited for parks and public spaces include large deciduous
and disease resistant species like Oaks, ElIms, Black Walnut, Kentucky Coffeetree, Sugar Maple, Honeylocust
and others with an upright high shade canopy. Longevity of growth rate should be prioritized in these
areas.

Natural Play Area:

Nature play is when children are provided with the opportunity to engage in unstructured play activities in
outdoor settings where natural elements feature, such as logs, stumps, rocks and water, as opposed to
conventional manufactured play equipment with plastic and other prefabricated or manufactured
products.

100 Stall Parking Lot:

Includes a reconstruction of the existing parking lot to a one-way loop configuration with a center island to
preserve trees in the middle of the existing parking lot. Total parking achieved is approximately 100 stalls
including accessible parking spaces.

Tennis and Pickleball Complex at Dill Hill

Includes 6 tennis courts, 3 pickleball courts, and 3 bocce courts in the open space and skinned infield area
at Dill Hill

Pedestrian Underpass at 6" Ave. to Dill Hill

A pedestrian underpass under 6™ Ave. would provide a safe pedestrian connection to Dill Hill and the new
tennis court complex for access to and from the parking lot and restroom facilities at the pool complex. This
underpass also connects the neighborhoods and schools to the south to Island Park for increased safety for
pedestrians and bicyclists.
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Open Lawn

Includes converting existing tennis courts in this area to an open lawn or garden space that could serve as a
quiet space within the park, or as a smaller open space for weddings or other small gatherings in the park.

Bandstand / Gazebo Seating Area:

Includes a paved space with improved accessible walkway for seating of small events like weddings, small
concerts, or performances.

Fountain and Seating Area:

The area presently occupied by the existing playground would be converted into a seating area and
fountain to offer the element and sound of falling water within Island Park. This location is ideal because of
it's central walkable location and open clearing of trees, allowing warmth of sunshine and quiet solitude
within the park.

Indoor Art Gallery Space

Includes preservation and reuse of the Katherine Kilbourne Burgum Pavilion added in 2011 and converted
to a public indoor art space with changing exhibits throughout the year /seasons.

Sculpture Garden:

The space presently occupied by the former FMCT building wing would be converted to an outdoor public
sculpture garden and accessible to all park users. Historic sculptures located throughout the park would be
relocated to this area and space is available for additional exhibits that may be permanent or temporary
installations. This could also be an ideal space for a winter sculpture garden that could include special
lighting and offer protection from the wind from the trees and topography in this area.

Pedestrian Underpass at 4th St.

A pedestrian underpass under 4™ St. would provide a safe pedestrian connection to Dike West as well as
the riverfront trail system. Major events and programming at Island Park like the swimming pool would be
connected to the greater community through access to the trail system and further encourage biking and
walking to Island Park.

Relocate Basketball and Handball to Dike West

In an effort to group similar active facilities and allow further passive recreation spaces in Island Park, the
existing handball and basketball courts at the Scherling Complex could be relocated to Dike West in the
approximate area shown.

Tree Impacts Based on this Layout:

It is estimated that the following tree quantities would need to be removed to accommodate the pool
location, parking facilities, and other modifications to the park: 70 Trees
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Spatial Relationship Diagram - Option 2

Figure 2 - Spatial Relationship Diagram - Option 2

60 Stall Parking Lot:

Includes a new parking lot of approximately 60 stalls, including accessible parking spaces, which serves as
additional event parking for the proposed gathering space and could also serve as parking for vendors,
farmer’'s market, and general parking for the east portion of Island Park. This parking lot when not used for
park events can be shared with the YMCA upon potential shared-use agreement.

Gathering Space:

Includes an approximate 1.5 Acre space for major events at Island Park, like Midwest Kid Fest, Island Park
Show, FM Pride, Sanford’'s Roger Maris Summer Night, Concerts, Block Parties, Food Vendors, and Farmer's
Markets. This space would be a blend of hard surface at the edges of the space where vendors and event
vehicles can park without impacting trees and root systems further inside the park. The remainder of the
space would be lawn and landscape space that allows flexible recreation use for passive events like yoga,
fitness classes, or other public group activities and gatherings both scheduled and unscheduled.
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Pool Complex:

Includes a 50M pool, leisure pool with drop slides, play structure, spectator bleacher seating, 4-season
bathhouse facility with restrooms and concessions, water slide complex, and lazy river. The building in this
concept is situated at the southeast corner of the outline area so as to serve the gathering space and
remainder of park space.

120 Stall Parking Lot:

Includes a reconstruction of the existing parking lot to achieve approximately 120 stalls and will mainly
serve the pool facility during peak summer hours. During the remainder of year, this parking lot will serve
the entire park space as it does currently.

Sculpture Garden:

The space presently occupied by the Scherling Complex Tennis Courts would be converted to a public
sculpture garden and accessible to all park users. Historic sculptures located throughout the park would be
relocated to this area and space is available for additional exhibits that may be permanent or temporary
installations. This could also be an ideal space for a winter sculpture garden that could include special
lighting and offer protection from the wind from the adjacent historic pool grandstands. This is also an ideal
space to develop a “History of Island Park” or timeline of photos, postcards, and other historic imagery from
Island Park.

Heritage Tree Preservation and Infill Area:

Island Park is special because of the extensive tree canopy that has existed for generations. This area should
be preserved, enhanced, and infilled with appropriate species that will perpetuate and improve the quality
of tree canopy that exists today. Examples best suited for parks and public spaces include large deciduous
and disease resistant species like Oaks, ElIms, Black Walnut, Kentucky Coffeetree, Sugar Maple, Honeylocust
and others with an upright high shade canopy. Longevity of growth rate should be prioritized in these
areas.

Natural Play Area:

Nature play is when children are provided with the opportunity to engage in unstructured play activities in
outdoor settings where natural elements feature, such as logs, stumps, rocks and water, as opposed to
conventional manufactured play equipment with plastic and other prefabricated or manufactured
products.

Tennis and Pickleball Complex with Restrooms:

Includes 3 tennis courts, 3 pickleball courts, and a new 4-season restroom facility to serve the courts as well
as other park use in the south portion of Island Park including children and families using the natural play
area.

Tennis Court Expansion:

Includes converting existing parking to add an additional one (1) tennis court in this area and to
accommodate a total of six (6) tennis courts total in Island Park to serve tournament and community use.
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60 Stall Parking Lot:

Includes a reconstruction of the existing parking lot to a one-way loop configuration with a center island to
preserve trees in the middle of the existing parking lot. Total parking achieved is approximately 50 stalls
including accessible parking spaces.

Bandstand / Gazebo Seating Area:

Includes a paved space with improved accessible walkway for seating of small events like weddings, small
concerts, or performances.

Indoor Art Gallery Space

Includes preservation and reuse of the Katherine Kilbourne Burgum Pavilion added in 2011 and converted
to a public indoor art space with changing exhibits throughout the year /seasons. Two building wings could
be renovated and used to facilitate indoor classrooms and concessions for the adjacent outdoor open air
amphitheater space (See #13).

Open Air Amphitheater at FMCT Site

The sunken or recessed area where the FMCT building removal could be converted to an open-air
amphitheater space of approximately 500 seats. A new stage of approximately 30'x40' is proposed at the
southern end of the space. The recessed grade in this space and adjacent building wings create a protected
environment from wind and noise from adjacent streets and park spaces. Existing heritage trees in this
area provide additional comfort and shade for spectators and performers.

Pedestrian Underpass at 4th St.

A pedestrian underpass under 4™ St. would provide a safe pedestrian connection to Dike West as well as
the riverfront trail system. Major events and programming at Island Park like the swimming pool would be
connected to the greater community through access to the trail system and further encourage biking and
walking to Island Park.

Relocate Basketball and Handball to Dike West

In an effort to group similar active facilities and allow further passive recreation spaces in Island Park, the
existing handball and basketball courts at the Scherling Complex could be relocated to Dike West in the
approximate area shown.

Tree Impacts Based on this Layout:

It is estimated that the following tree quantities would need to be removed to accommodate the pool
location, parking facilities, and other modifications to the park: 52 Trees
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Following the presentation, the public was invited to review the concept options for more information and
to solicit feedback on a variety of topics. The following pages summarize the input received at each of the
displays. There were two (2) identical displays of boards at 30"x42" showing options 1and 2 for general
layout of major programmatic elements within Island Park. The attendees of the public meeting were

asked to place a green sticker dot on the relationship diagram that they felt best represents the most ideal
layout of the main program elements of the park.

m M-:hn Underpass at 6th Ave. to
Amummup—um-au-m

e e ot Grpln s e 0 4.

S G CoF e Bl i e EensEakak i ey zithe

b 5 biend of hard surface at the sdges of the space mn:mmmum—;wwmum_
vendons and evant vehicies can| bicyclits:

huﬂ#mmwmm;ud-pu

and lanciacape i05c8 At Blows fexble tecreation & operntawn

i ool et s Ircludes converting exiling Lennis eourts N NS

! 8182 1,31 D fawn o Gafden Space (hat cou
. ﬁmu-nrun.m -m--w\ummmmr-mmw.n

5 Open space for weddings or cther small

m-muwmnumlnn w!-mwwwuw'l
achieve approxmatly 120 stait and wil mainly.

| peak surmmer hours.

] 5anastana cazebo seating Area:

Inclues a prved space with iproved sccessibie
ks o saat mlmmummm
small concerts, ot I

B rountain and seating Ares:
Thees sty occieaty e extins
B wioaid be e
ek 1 oo o et sene o
n.mwmwmwmmmmmmu ool
43 Comira kAT ocation s cpan
-mnwu!w-..m.hngwdwm\- o
ot e i the park
m Indoor Art Gallary Space
Inclues presarvation andireuse of e Katherine
Koo B.1ou pkficn 33sed in 01 303
Comvarted t 8 pubic indoo art
i o B s

oot concapt

the grandstand should be further cordinated with

guidsnce and input fram the Farge Histaric
Presenation Commission.

B scutprure carden:

Pool Complex: The. iy ceeupiéd By the farmer FHCT
. uilding wing would be converied to an outdoor
nchutes  SOM oo wise poot i cropsles ublic seulpluse garden and accessiss 15 ol park
eoaidra, e s e
B i e it et At park woul tothisares,
sicle compiex. and lazy thver. Tha bullding rvadabie for aaditianal seh bits Ut may
faciity i this concept s aituated at the center of ermanent g temparary installations. Thes caid
‘Cutline orea 15 Fafve thé remainder of the park. aiso e an ideal space foi 8 winter sculpture garden
ature piny area, and smpnithestar space for that could (nchude special Ighiing and o
and e during Frorn the wind from tha trees ard

topagraphy i1 this area.

B e st Podestrian Underpass at 4th st.
island speclal becausa A pedestrian undaiass under 4th St would
wﬂ‘md‘-ﬂw' % tions This area g(pwni||,hd.;-tgm1,v::.u:v‘mlw|hbyl“wn
o il it syl s e

e fl’ﬂ"ﬂ;""wlﬂ';d“znrﬂ and program©ming et Island Park (ike the
improwe the quality of ree canopy that exsts today. swimming pool wousd ba con

st suited for parks and public spaces. a ity thiough access to the trall

Geciaous snd dsease resistant e dnd et encninge kg s wabing
1 Eirms, Black Waln:
m-:;‘:mm andothers Relocate Basketball and Handball to
with an high shada canagy Langet ol
e e priorhized n hese srexs

ke
I sire s o sl acivn

n atral By e

Park the. -angmndulllndnnh\hl

i ba wiocated 1o
w-n.ln:h-wmnm.mm
m Tree Impacts Based on this Layout:
it estimated that the following tree usniities
‘il need to be rermioved te accommodsia tha.

poal ocation, parking faciities and ptner
o ficatans 1o the patk 70 Traes

= e T " - g [t gy g}
B St . ISLAND PARK MASTER PLAN - OPTION ] G D

e cots e coanspco s senel 1€ o ol S pACE RELATIONSHIP DIAGRAM .
APAIL 2022 . . . |
o RDZ-
i 4 PLANNING @ DEVIGH

anes at D3

Figure 3 - Option 1 Board Display, Right Side of Gym — 4 Green Stickers

Project # 0460821 Page 8 of 13




ARCHITECTS 0o

park
DISTRICT U LANDSCAPE

PLANNING @ DESIGN

This space would
_ sce woyld
i e T e

furthed inside the

the

Bathhs cillty with restroems and cone
weater slice compies. and lazy river. The bull

and remainger of park space.
120 Stall Parking Lot:

Includies 2 reconstruction of the ex|sting parking ot
pproximately 120 stalis ard wil mainly.
su

Sculpture Garden:

o e

Ening nertage rees 7 11 area powe

- iiomal cormiost and Brace e SoeCIiTes w0
 space presantly occupied by the Schering %

Compies Tennis Coufts vould be £orernad o2

Tears Wistoric sculptures located throughaut the
2 16 this area nd 5pace 15

that could Include spec
protection from the wind from the 3
oLl

aiso an ieal
e tineelop b-History:of lsland Patic or imeline of
v, posicards,and othe! histarc (mageny from
Teland Paric
‘Herltage Tree Preservation and
Inflll Area:
| because of the & e
et ha aisted for genrations TS 3163
ved, enhanced,and intllied wih
Specios that will perget
iy of ree £anopy that exsta (o8
S itechfor pafks and puBC SRACTS
5 5 p

rovided W the:
e play

produes
eball Complex with

2 lscaum.!p\wl\:nms‘mda
o vt i ne oo

o sarvethe <2

e ser s AT, e portn PARK SPACE RELAT!
o e Park Including ehidien ‘and farnilles USiNd ADRIL 2022
Wﬂaﬁlllﬂﬂl’

= , RD
o0 ® =

AGL LANDSEAPE
ARCHITECTS

Figure 4 - Option 2 Board Display, Right Side of Gym — 8 Green Stickers

Project # 0460821

Page 9 of 13



I LANDSCAP
" ARCHITECTS
DISTRICT, PLANNING @ DESIGN

Underpass at 6th Ave. to

Dl Hill

Bandstand / Cazebo Seating Area:
Daved Space Wi Improved sccessible
et g i)
=mall concerts, or performances.
Fountain and Seating Area:

thi 1

Bl open

1713 of e, allowing waimth of eunshing and
1010 ¢ seAltn within the park

V] indosr art Callory Space

e
e
==

[ < [p—

Pedestrian Underpass at 4th st.

A pedestrian underpass undor &th St woula
fe

£
fage biking and walking:

Al Mmmluk-ﬁnllmn-mu-ﬂu

Dike Wast

han8FO1L 1 g1oun simaracthe faciites and

Allcw futher passhes =aces in islang
e westing handal and basketball seuet ar

m%mlm&mp’nmmhmmwum

Wmln:b-lpnm-m-ham-‘wvwn

17] Tree Impacts Based on this Layour:

& estimatad that the oo o

ol e o be e o e

Ros o<ation paring it sec) S

M‘. 1o the paric 70 ees

ISLAND PARK M

ez,

7 50 Yo e s k.
—cana B >
LR SPACE RELATIONSHIp DIACH

.RDg:-

AcL LaNpecapy
ARCHITEC TS

j - ickers
Figure 5 - Option 1 Board Display, Left Side of Gym — 7 Green Sticke

Page 10 of 13

Project # 0460821




AN,

DISTRICT.

II €0 Stall Parking Lot:

v-ms-m-.w;,.,nu
o A wceicie partrn spaces Wi

[armen's makec. ana gerers)

arkin

of iand Bark n.,,wkwk;',"’
for B et ¢ e

oA petentinl tharuc

Gathering Space:

Incluckes an approximate 15 Acre sox
eonts ot i .

‘play structure. spectator ‘Smiting, &-ssiecny
m_mm::;.m Concussions.
mﬂs-m-admym- The bullding in

-ﬁmhﬂrwmm
B o stanpacking Lo

10 achiene approxiMmataly T20 stalls and will mainly
of h i
serva tho entire park space s [t does cumently

Tha space presentry occupied by the Seherling

‘Compie: Tanhis Courts wold be converted 1o 8

RISl e et
throughaut

P ek e\ O S e a

meaatie for B3GNal EXNIbILs that may
= Lt ar temporary instalations. This could

2pecia
from the wind from the adjacer

10 Gevelop 8 *History of Island Park" or timeline of

photos. poscards and othef historic (magery from:

Isiand Park ;
u-du--wu Preservation and

Infill Area:
isian Park £ special Decause of the ertenste ee
canapy that for generations.
k] e e St et et
propriata species that wil perpeiuate and

Exarmples bast suiied o1 b and pE saces
Inciucte lorge decidluous 8nd resistan
ki i il i Lk Yonk . Krnlu!iw
. SUGAr Maple, Honeyiocust and
igh shade canomy Lengevi i
should b proritied In these aras

Natural Play Area:

opportunity Lo engage in unstructured d play
activilies in Gutdoor settings where natural
‘eiprments feature, such i logx SUMpS, recks and

PO With plasiic.
l=hw.w«:rum D'm:rldl:lm-d muw:

Tannis and Pickleball Complex with

park

DISTRICT

ISLAND PARK MASTER PLAN - OPTION 2

AGL
LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS

PLANNING @ DESIGN

Restrooms:
Inetudes 3 tannis courts 3 pickleball courts and 8
s well s cthar park usa in the south portion of
elanet Pai inchsding chkdren ond farmies wSing

the natuiral piay srea.

Figure 6 - Option 2 Board Display, Left Side of Gym — 9 Green Stickers

Project # 0460821

PARK SPACE RELATIONSHIP DIAGRAM
APRIL 2022

I an et 1 group smiar Kthe aciies and
‘i furthes pmsie recreaton spsces in tssnd.
Park, the exising handioe and baskecoal cours ot
oK Complmcakd i omed e
Ve in the approsifmate aiea:

16] Tres Impacts Based on this Layouts

AGL LANOSCARE

ARCHITECTS

Page 11 of 13



Summary of Verbal Public Comments Received:

Natural Play — true unstructured natural play vs. natural play looking elements — playground features built
of natural materials and earthtone colors.

Parking — several comments about no more added parking. Develop an agreement with neighboring
landowners for shared use. Consider IP/Bell Bank Ramp, Prairie, School District Etc.

Memorials — FPD needs to develop a policy around how to manage future proposals for memorials within
park spaces. The individual tree plantings no longer should be allowed and those that exist should be able
to be decorated.

Trails / skate park — The skate community would like to keep the Scherling complex granite benches for
future use in another proposed park. They are working with Fargo Parks to design and build another
complex similar in magnitude to the Dike West park.

Tabletop Written Comments: ( as written, no corrections)

X3

8

Don’t move pool. Save trees. Plant oaks and spruce. No more parking!!!

Stationary workout equipment. Better tennis bleachers and tables near tennis courts.

Build the pool. Leave the rest of the park as is.

No more parking spaces. Ones there are not utilized now.

Respect the history of the park and trees.

Hi, | am a lifelong (65 year) Fargo citizen. In the 1930s my father as a child collected coins to pay for

concrete to build original pool (Scherling). | have also used Island Park my whole life. Considering it

started in the 1800s please keep historic preservation important. Upon removal of spruce, consider

Scotch pine for winter beauty. The idea of nature place space is ideal. The beautiful design of an

underpass is nice. Why a sculpture garden? And please no modern art sculpture! Fountains are

difficult, you know to consider maintenance. — Terrie Hart Dahl P.S. Amphitheater nice idea

| like the gather space at the end of Broadway.

| like the fountain at the middle of the park — replacing playground at center.

Would love to see breakdown of trees being removed

No waterslide at the pool please.

Yes to natural playground, sculpture garden, walkway under 4™, garden/meadows, public

bathrooms

Save trees and don't move pool

Save trees, do not move pool, plant oaks & black hills spruce, no more parking

Trash cans need to be wind and squirrel proofed

Keep memorial plaques and headstones out of the park

More art in the park! Meh...art galleries

| don't think expanding the Y lot is the best parking option.

| feel underpasses would add safety issues where currently there are none.

| like move tennis courts to Dill Hill.

| think elements of both options would be best.

No shade trees in Dill Hill or Dike West for tennis courts, basketball, etc. Could use water for kids at

skate park.

< Do not remove any trees. Parking has not been an issue except for special activities such as Art in
the Park.

s Seems like the busiest and noisiest activities are moving to the residential side of the park.
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Natural playground

Basketball court in shaded area gets much more use than the full-size courts in Dike West...cuz
shade.
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°n

Summary of Sticker Dot Votes (Preferred Option)

Option 1- Pool in Central Location 11 Votes

Option 2 — Pool Replaced in Existing Location 17 Votes

* Not All Attendees Chose to Vote by Sticker Dot

End of Meeting Summary

Attachments: Sign-In Sheet(s), PDF Copy of Slide Deck
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